
Bt Harbor 

“Proper Introductions” 
Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17 

Standing Tall on Morton Hill for 130 Years 
January 29, 2023     Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 



God Wces Us 
Welcome 

Safe-Distance Passing of the Peace of Christ 
Ruling Elder Prayer Blessing 

Prelude and Setting the Table for Worship 
 

God Gers Us 
The Call to Worship 

 One: In the beginning, at creation,  

  the Spirit hovered over the waters of the deep. 

 All: In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the earth and humankind. 
 One: God caused the waters to part  

  so that Israel could cross from slavery to liberation. 

 All: God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s womb. 

 One: Jesus taught us how to live by washing his disciples’ feet in water. 

 All: Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman,  
 the first person to recognize that he was the Christ. 

 One: Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ. 

 All: God meant for Jesus to be the firstborn in a large family.  

  Praise be! We are that family! 

 
Song of Praise 

 “Oh, How I Love Jesus” Songs of Zion #36   
 (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit) 

 

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession  
 (please remain standing as you are able, in body or in spirit) 

 One: When we pass through deep waters or go through times of fiery trial, the Lord 

 our God is with us. With confidence in God, our creator and redeemer, let us 

 confess our sin. 

  

 All: Ever-present, ever-lasting God, in you we live and move  and have 
our being.  You have made us for yourself so that our hearts are restless 

until they find rest  in you. We attempt to find peace for ourselves and 

we come up short. But trying  to let go and find your peace in 

relationship  with your presence can be  perplexingly hard. Bless the 
effort we make in faith to find your peace, so that we  might know your 

faith within ourselves. In your Son Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  

 

Declaration of Forgiveness 

 One: The mercy of God is unending, the love of God is all encompassing, and the 
 peace we share in Christ is fathomless. Knowing this, hear this good news: in 

 Jesus Christ we are forgiven, today and all days! 



 All: Thanks be to God! 

 

Song of Gratitude  
 “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” Glory to God #582 

 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me 

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be amen. 

 

World without end, without end, amen. 

World without end, without end, amen. 
World without end, without end, amen. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, amen. 
  

We Hear God’s Word 
A Time for Young People  
 Following the message, children are invited to pick up a coloring sheet and may  remain in the  

 sanctuary for the rest of worship or parents may utilize our childcare services 
 

Scripture Reading  Isaiah 42:1-9  The Message version 
1-4 “Take a good look at my servant. I’m backing him to the hilt. He’s the one I chose, and I 
couldn’t be more pleased with him. I’ve bathed him with my Spirit, my life. He’ll set 

everything right among the nations. He won’t call attention to what he does with loud 

speeches or gaudy parades. He won’t brush aside the bruised and the hurt and he won’t 

disregard the small and insignificant, but he’ll steadily and firmly set things right. He won’t 
tire out and quit. He won’t be stopped until he’s finished his work—to set things right on 

earth. Far-flung ocean islands wait expectantly for his teaching.” 

 
5-9 G ’s Message, the God who created the cosmos, stretched out the skies, laid out the earth 

and all that grows from it. Who breathes life into earth’s people, makes them alive with his 
own life: “I am G . I have called you to live right and well. I have taken responsibility for 

you, kept you safe. I have set you among my people to bind them to me, and provided you as 

a lighthouse to the nations, to make a start at bringing people into the open, into light: 

opening blind eyes, releasing prisoners from dungeons, emptying the dark prisons. I am 
G . That’s my name. I don’t franchise my glory, don’t endorse the no-god idols. Take note: 

The earlier predictions of judgment have been fulfilled. I’m announcing the new salvation 

work. Before it bursts on the scene, I’m telling you all about it.” 

 

 One: The Word of God for the People of God. 
 All: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 



Song of Preparation 

 “Love Has Come”  Glory to God #110 
 (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit) 

 

Scripture Reading Matthew 3:13-17 New Revised Standard version 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would 
have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ 15 But 

Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all 

righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

 

 One: These words are trustworthy and true. 

 All: Thanks be to God! 
  

Proclamation of the Word   

 “Proper Introductions” Rev. Sheth LaRue 
 

We Respd to God’s Word 
Moment of Meditation 

 

The Offertory  

  
Doxology and The Prayer of Dedication  
 (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit) 

 All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
  Praise Christ all creatures here below 

  Praise Holy Spirit evermore 

  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

  
Announcements 

 

Joys and Concerns & Prayers of the People 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  

  heaven. Give us this day  our daily bread; and forgive us  

  our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead  

  us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine  
  is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 



Song of Trust   

 “Amen” Glory to God #600 
 

God Sds Us 
Song of Sending  

 “Love Lifted Me” Songs of Zion #71 
 (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit) 

 

Charge and Benediction 

 
Postlude 

 

Questions for Reflection 

“When our deepest truth is that we are the Beloved and when our greatest joy and peace 
come from claiming that truth, it follows that this has to become visible and tangible in the 

ways we eat and drink, talk and love, play and work.”1  

 

Suppose for a moment that I can fully comprehend my belovedness...that I am able to stand 

firm in that truth...how would I live my life differently? If I am God’s Beloved and know 
without a doubt that God cares deeply for me, what am I be able to do in the world? Would I 

cast off fear and doubt? Would I shed self-esteem-squashing sentences? Would I live my life 

any differently? 

 

So...if I am God’s Beloved, why am I not living that way? How can I make this truth a reality 
in my life today and live it out? 

——— 
Henri J.M. Nouwen, “Life of the Beloved” (New York: The Crossroad Publishing Company, 2002), 47. 



Annncemts 
Coming Up 

Tuesday 

· 10 am—Bible Study @ FPC Benton Harbor 

· 730 pm—Pub Theology @ The Livery 

Sunday 

· 10 am—Worship @ FPC Benton Harbor 

· “The Importance of History” Deuteronomy 4:7-10 

 

Sunday Helpers—We still have a few spaces available for greeters and worship assistants. This 
work is small, but extremely valuable to the life of the church. If you would like to sign up or have 

questions please contact Pastor Sheth. 

 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation and Corporation will be held on Sunday, February 26th 

following worship.  
 

Christmas Quarters raised $640.60 which was used to purchase FIVE goats and TWO flocks of 

chickens through Heifer International. Thanks so much for helping us give these sustainable gifts to 
God’s beloved children! 

 

Faithful Antiracism - by Chad Brennan and Christina Edmondson - seeks to provide biblical, 
practical, and essential steps toward racial healing and equity in our world. Starting on February 

26th and moving through Lent we will be making our way through this book after worship in the 

Gathering Space. While you may certainly purchase the book, it is not required for full participation 
in this class. If you have any questions, please speak with Pastor Sheth or Jeannette Holton. 

 

Are you receiving emails from the church? Each week we send an email with our weekly 
reflection questions, links to our online services, a PDF of the sermon, and our church 

announcements. If you are not receiving these, please check your ‘spam’ folder to ensure they aren’t 
landing there. If you still aren’t receiving them, please contact Pastor Sheth or the church office and 

we’ll add you! 



Our Mission 
  

We of First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor are a small family of believers committed to bridging the gulf of racial and class separation. 
As a part of the body of Christ in Benton Harbor and acknowledging Christ’s claim on our lives, our congregation is called to proclaim the 
Gospel and witness to Christ’s love, both within the faith community and in our larger community. In doing this we will share our faith with 
openness, love, warmth, and respect for the dignity and individuality of all people; we will welcome and value diversity; we will strive to meet 
the needs of people in our community for sustenance and nurturing, and we will seek to deepen and broaden our own faith as we journey.  
We will do these through the doctrine and structures of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 
475 Green Avenue á PO Box 186 á Benton Harbor, MI 49022 

Phone: 269-925-7075 á Email:  firstpresbh@gmail.com 
Website:  FIRSTPRESBH.ORG á Facebook:  First Presbyterian in Benton Harbor 

Participants in Today’s Service    
Worship Leader: Rev. Sheth LaRue  
Musician: Evan Closser 
Children’s Sermon: Sheth LaRue   
Worship Assistant: Ben Ackerson 
Vocalist: Evan Closser    
Audio/Video: Bob Zeibart and Gordon Helm  
Greeters: Jean McIlvenny 

Church Staff Members 
Pastor:  Rev. Sheth LaRue 

Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. Doug Petersen 
Music Minister:  Evan Closser 

Office Manager: Libby Globensky 
Child Care Teacher:  Annabelle Lopez 

Custodians:  Lee Hamilton and Charase Dorsey 
Ministers:  All the Church Members 

Note: This morning’s worship service will be streamed on Facebook Live 

Session (Church Elders) 
John Kittredge (Trustees President) 
Libby Globensky (Clerk of Session) 
Michelle Stone (Trustee) 
Liz Allen 
Terry Allen 
Gloria Winn  
Allene Smith 
Donna Paul-Bonham 
Jean McIlvenny (Trustee) 

Church Office Hours 
Monday 9 am - 1 pm 

Wednesday 9 am - 1 pm 
Thursday 9 am - 1 pm 

 
Pastor Sheth’s Office Hours 

Monday 9 am - 1 pm 
Tuesday 1 pm - 5 pm 

Wednesday + Thursday by appointment 


