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This morning we begin our journey into Advent, the Christian season of the preparation 

of our hearts and minds for the arrival of Christ at Christmas. It’s an odd season in the lectionary 

because the theme of the scriptures don’t have much to do with Christmas, but are more closely 

related to Jesus’ second coming and the final judgement. This morning we venture into hope: the 

hope that is found in Christ and in his coming and while we’ve read a number of passages this 

morning, I want to read one more: Isaiah 2:1-5. 

[Read Scripture] 

 This prophecy from Isaiah is a good word, isn’t it? There will come a day when God’s 

house will be at the pinnacle of all other places, and all the other nations will stream to it. And on 

that mountain of the Lord we’ll learn God’s ways and we’ll walk in God’s paths. And we will 

witness God judging the nations and negotiating between the people, and in those days we will 

beat our swords into plows and our spears into pruning hooks and war will be no more.1 

That is going to be a great day, isn’t it? It will be on that day that we will cry victory. It 

will be on that day that we will find completion. It will be on that day that we will find 

resurrection. In that day God will dwell with us, and God will wipe every tear from our eyes, and 

death will be no more. And there will be neither mourning, nor crying, nor pain, for the old 

things have passed away.2 It’s a glorious day, and Jesus told us to be ready for it’s coming at any 

moment – he tells us to be awake and watchful…to be on the alert for that moment. 

And here we are – here we have been for quite some time. We’ve been awake and ready, 

we’ve been more than ready, haven’t we? I don’t know about you, but these past few weeks 

we’ve been through I think we’ve all spoken aloud, “Hey Jesus…any time you’re ready, let’s go! 

Rip open those heavens and get down here!” 

We’ve seen books banned that should be readily accessible to students. We’ve seen hate 

crimes waged on Asian and Asian-Americans. We’ve slogged through another contentious 

election cycle and have been quickly shoved into thinking about the next one in 2024. We’ve 

witnessed Iranian citizens arrested and kidnapped for defending a woman’s right to choose to 

 
1 Isaiah 2:1-5 
2 Revelation 21:3-4 
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wear a head covering. We’ve offered up our thoughts and prayers for three more mass shootings. 

We’ve had family members hospitalized, we’ve battled with our own demons, we’ve struggled 

to find health – not even good health, just some semblance of health, however small it may be. 

Following yet another school shooting a few years ago, my theology professor wrote that 

it was difficult to talk about hope. She said, “The last thing we need to be doing on days like 

today is trying to overwhelm grief and frustration with upbeat, religiously-sounding aphorisms 

that, however well-intentioned, seem geared primarily to managing everyone’s despair so the 

economies of our lives together don’t suddenly come to a screeching halt.”3 She’s saying that in 

bad days…in bad times…the last thing we want is some wildly-hopeful message to come 

knocking on our door. 

I wonder if we as believers in hope feel an obligation to be almost disingenuous in 

sharing our hope with the world because there’s no way that a Christian could possibly be 

bothered by the things of this world, right? If we just share enough memes and smile through it 

and tamp down our emotions we’ll be okay. We have to show that our faith is getting us through 

this, right? Our Christian society has pressured us into believing that anything but cheerful and 

hopeful and happy is a sin. But as I stand here today, in this pulpit, looking out at the things 

going on in this world and in your lives, hope seems like the last thing that I should be talking 

about. You don’t want that cheery, glittery message because you know it’s not the truth. After 

looking at the world and all the things that have happened these past few weeks, me trying to be 

cheery, sparkly, super-happy Sheth isn’t going to cut it for you. 

Here’s what I think God wants us to know this morning: we can be scared and still have 

hope. We can be sad and still have hope. We can be angry and still have hope. As believers, 

“what might really help [in this life is] meeting people with the strength of God’s promises in 

ways that empower them to stomp their feet and pray once again – Thy Kingdom come, already! 

We should be recommitting to doing the will of God that will help bring the Kingdom to 

fruition.”4 

We need to remember that our hope doesn’t have to reside in the sparkly, cheery, 

happiness of life – it can reside in the messy, dirty, brokenness of our reality. Hope is shouting 

 
3 Cynthia L. Rigby, Holding Faith: A Practical Introduction to Christian Doctrine (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
2018), 260. 
4 Cynthia L. Rigby, Holding Faith: A Practical Introduction to Christian Doctrine, 260. 
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‘No!’ to injustices we can see that are not what God desires. Hope is standing resolutely against 

the unseen oppression, poverty, and hunger in our community. Hope is working to dismantle 

check cashing businesses and their unfair interest charges. Hope is opening your home to foster 

children with the potential for heartbreak. Hope is giving responsibly and faithfully to further 

God’s kingdom. Hope is walking up to God and demanding answers. 

Youth ministry guru Mark Oestreicher once said, “Jesus didn’t talk about a one-day 

kingdom of God: he inaugurated it. And if the kingdom of God is here and now, then I want to 

get moving and participate in some restoration!”5 Friends, Jesus told the Pharisees and he tells us 

the same thing: “God’s kingdom isn’t something you can see. There is no use in saying, ‘Look! 

Here it is’ or ‘Look! There it is.’ God’s kingdom is here with you.”6The kingdom of God is here 

– the kingdom of God is now. We are sent by God to go into the world, full of its pain and 

suffering and hurt and unfairness, not to cheer everyone up, but “to share God’s promises, which 

hold…even when it appears they are nowhere in evidence.”7  

We should be casting hope into the world around us. We should be sharing God’s 

goodness and mercy in the midst of our pain and suffering. We should be confident that God 

continues to author the story for this world! After creation, God didn’t brush off God’s hands and 

chill out8 – no, God was in the thick of it, and continues to be in the thick of it. God is in the here 

and now, in our grief and sadness, in our loneliness and frustration, in our poverty and in our 

richness. God is in us – God is Emmanuel – God is with us! 

Imagine what life would be without poverty. Imagine what life would be without wage 

inequality. Imagine what life would be like if our siblings of different races truly had access to 

the same rights, privileges, and safety as we do. Imagine what life would be like if the words on 

the Statue of Liberty were no longer necessary – if the tired, poor, and huddled masses no longer 

yearned to breathe free because freedom reigned across every mountainside and deep valley in 

every nation. Imagine what life would be like if leopards laid down next to goats and wolves 

next to lambs.9 Imagine what life would be like if we loved God with all of our heart, all of our 

 
5 Mark Oestreicher, Hopecasting (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2015), 133. 
6 Luke 17:20-21, CEV. 
7 Cynthia L. Rigby, Holding Faith: A Practical Introduction to Christian Doctrine, 262. 
8 This is the deism view: after God created the world, God has had no further involvement in it 
9 Isaiah 11:6 
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soul, and with all of our minds. Imagine what life would be like if we truly loved our neighbors 

as ourselves. 

How do we get there to those imagined spaces from here? Unfortunately there’s no 

roadmap for us that will move us from “the tears of this world to the no tears of the kingdom.”10 

But perhaps instead of trying to figure out how to get there from here, instead of working on 

drawing a roadmap, we just start there and see what happens.  

Pay all employees fairly – both male and female, white and not white, straight and cis-

gendered and those that are not. Employ persons and walk alongside them as they learn the work. 

Reduce your waste, reuse what you can, and recycle when you are able. With no second thought, 

give to the woman huddled on the corner. Don’t be merely not-racist, but be anti-racist by 

making conscious efforts and implementing actions which provide equitable opportunities for all 

people on an individual and systemic level. Acknowledge your privileges, confront 

discrimination, and work to change personal biases. Put your God and your neighbor before 

yourself. 

“Where we find hope is in the reality we create every day with our actions as we choose 

to live, love, and lead in the ways of Jesus…hope for us is knowing that we’re following the 

Prince of Peace in the experiences of the greatest hostility and suffering possible…the places 

where hope seems impossible are exactly the places we’re supposed to inhabit, because we trust 

the end of the story.”11 We trust and have a confident expectation in the end of the story that is 

found here in this prophecy from Isaiah, and we have confident expectation in the end of the 

story found in this prophecy from Jesus. God, who created this world good and desired that it be 

so. God, who still desires it to be so. God, who calls us to participate in the life and work of the 

holy and royal kingdom. 

God is calling us today to live in hope, to live in what our friend Cheryl defines as 

‘confident expectation’ – God is calling us to live in hope as we face loneliness, pain, sadness, 

mourning. God is calling us to live in hope as we witness more violence, more persecution, more 

unrest, more inequality. And Christ told us to keep awake. Keep awake for those moments when 

we can cast hope into the world. Keep awake for what God is doing in the world. 

 
10 Cynthia L. Rigby, Holding Faith: A Practical Introduction to Christian Doctrine, 279. 
11 Mark Oestreicher, Hopecasting (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2015, 172. 
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As disruptive as it may seem to us as customers, our labor market is undergoing a huge 

culture change and employees are standing up to unfair workplace practices; it should give us 

hope that our neighbors in the service industries are demanding fair wages, access to benefits, 

and more humane working hours because these things lead to healthier people and happier 

homes. It should give us hope that across this globe we are seeing people stand up to dictators 

and dictatorships as the people demand the end to unjust wars, as people demand a woman’s 

right to choose what she wears on her head, as people demand their leaders take responsibility 

for their actions. It should give us hope that our neighbors have been moving away from an 

idolatrous relationship with a politician and are returning to the values they once espoused. There 

is hope out there, my friends. So much hope! 

We don’t light candles and celebrate the hope that is to come, we celebrate the hope that 

has come and that is in us and with us. We celebrate the hope that lives in the messiness of our 

lives… that lives in the darkness of our lives… that lives in our bad days when there isn’t a 

speck of glitter to be found. We celebrate the hope that is coming, brought to us by Emmanuel, 

God with us. We celebrate the hope that dares us to dream and imagine a world far better than 

this one, one where we can work towards the reconciliation of this world and it’s restoration 

from what it is to what it can be. Can you imagine? 

 


