
Bt Harbor 

The Necessity for Watchfulness 
Psalm 122 + Romans 13:11-14 + Matthew 24:36-44 

Standing Tall on Morton Hill for 130 Years 
November 27, 2022                 First Sunday of Advent 



God Welcomes Us 
Welcome & Announcements 

Safe-Distance Passing of the Peace of Christ (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit) 
Ruling Elder Prayer Blessing 

Prelude and Setting the Table for Worship 
 

God Gathers Us 
The Call to Worship (Psalm 122) 

 One: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”  
 All: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

 We gather with gladness in the Lord’s house this day!  
 One: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.  

  Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.” 
 All: We gather to pray with our words and our lives so that all of God’s children 

  will one day know peace and economic security. 

 One: For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.”  
 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God I will seek your good. 

 All: We gather in God’s name, who claims us all as kin,  
 to speak out and seek peace and justice for the sake of all God’s children. 

 One: Come, let us worship God! 
 

Song of Praise “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Glory to God #88  (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit) 
 

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession 
 One: Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weakness, since in every respect 

 he was tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with  boldness approach the throne of 
 grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sins 

 against God and our neighbor. 
 All: Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and  too deep to undo. Forgive 

 what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us 
 a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a 

 future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness 
 and image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 

Declaration of Forgiveness 
 One: Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Jesus came into the 

 world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross that we might be dead 
 to sin, and live to all that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

 All: In Jesus Christ we are reconciled to God and to one another. Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
 

Song of Gratitude “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” Glory to God #582 
 Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me 

 and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me 
 and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free 

 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be amen. 
 

 World without end, without end, amen. 
 World without end, without end, amen. 

 World without end, without end, amen. 
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, amen. 

 



We Hear God ’s Word 
A Time for Young People  

 Kindergarteners and older children may get clipboards from the front pew. 
 

Scripture Reading Romans 13:11-14 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is 

nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside 

the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

 One: The word of God for the people of God 
 All: Thanks be to God! 

 
Song of Preparation “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Glory to God #82 

 
Scripture Reading Matthew 24:36-44 
36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 
39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what 

day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 

 One: These words are trustworthy and true. 
 All: Thanks be to God! 

 
Proclamation of the Word  “The Necessity for Watchfulness” Rev. Sheth LaRue 

 

We Respond To God ’s Word 
The Lighting of the Advent Candles: Hope 
 

Testimonies of Hope 
 

The Offertory & The Offering 
 (Tithes and offerings may be placed in either of the plates located at the front or back of the sanctuary) 

 One: As a response to God’s word, to God’s gifts to us, we take this moment in worship to respond 

 with gratitude. Tithes and offerings may be placed in either of the plates located at the front or 
 back of the sanctuary, and your prayers of thanksgiving are always welcome. 

 
Doxology  
 (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit) 
 All: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 

  Praise Christ, all creatures here below 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore 

  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

The Prayer of Dedication (please remain standing as you are able) 



Joys and Concerns 

 
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

 One: ...we pray to you, O God: 
 All: Hear our prayer. 

 
 All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

  earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive  
  those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is  

  the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Song of Trust “Amen” Glory to God #600 
 

God Sds Us 
Song of Sending “This is My Father’s World” Glory to God #370 
 (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit) 

 
Charge and Benediction 

 
Postlude 

 
Questions for Reflection 

At Bible study last Tuesday someone remarked that hope is “confident expectation” that God will do as God 
has said. Do you live your life in confident expectation of God’s promises? Or have you lost your hold on hope, 

and you’re unsure that God will follow through? How can we find hope again? If you were to take stock of your 
life, could you point to one instance when God lived up to his promises? Could you point to a second instance? 

How about a third? Hope is never lost, just clouded and hidden. God has made a way before, and God will 
make a way again. Live a life of hope, confidently expecting God to do God things! 



Announcements! 
A Congregational Meeting will be held on December 4th, immediately following worship. The sole purpose of this 
meeting is to vote to elect the nominated individuals to be ruling elders (Book of Order, G-1.0503).  We encourage 
your attendance at this brief but important meeting. 
 
Christmas Decorating will take place following our fellowship time TODAY, November 27th. Spend a few minutes 
with us as we prepare our church for Advent!  
 
Adopt-a-Friend is your opportunity to reach out to those within our church community. Through a matching 
process, adopters are encouraged to reach out to and maintain contact with their friend through in person visits, 
phone calls, snail mail, texts, and even telegrams! If you have questions about this great program or would like to 
participate, please contact Debbie Charleston. 
 
Advent devotionals are available starting TODAY and are located on the table outside the sanctuary. This year we 
will be compiling writings from previous years, along with some from Pastor Sheth. Be on the lookout for this 
resource to guide you through the Advent season. 
 
Did you return your pledge card? If you haven’t, don’t worry—there’s still time! Please prayerfully consider how 
you can help support the mission and ministry of this church with you time, talents, and treasures. If you cannot 
pledge at this time, know that you are still welcome to participate in the life of this, Christ’s church. Questions? 
Concerns? Please speak with Pastor Sheth or any Elder. 
 
COVID Precautions We highly encourage each of our members and friends to love themselves and their neighbors, 
and we can do that in very real ways. Vaccinations for COVID and the flu are currently available at low or no cost 
and we ask that you consider getting them. Here at FPC we are seeking balance between personal choice and 
neighborly responsibility and want you to know that the wearing of masks will never be discouraged, ridiculed, nor 
questioned and may be worn at any time. The Session reserves the right to reinstate any COVID precautions if/
when necessary. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Pastor Sheth or any one of our church’s 
elders. 



Our Mission 
  

We of First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor are a small family of believers committed to bridging the gulf of racial and class 
separation. As a part of the body of Christ in Benton Harbor and acknowledging Christ’s claim on our lives, our congregation is called to 
proclaim the Gospel and witness to Christ’s love, both within the faith community and in our larger community. In doing this we will share 
our faith with openness, love, warmth, and respect for the dignity and individuality of all people; we will welcome and value diversity; we 
will strive to meet the needs of people in our community for sustenance and nurturing, and we will seek to deepen and broaden our own 
faith as we journey.  We will do these through the doctrine and structures of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 
475 Green Avenue á PO Box 186 á Benton Harbor, MI 49022 

Phone: 269-925-7075 á Email:  firstpresbh@gmail.com 
Website:  FIRSTPRESBH.ORG á Facebook:  First Presbyterian in Benton Harbor 

Participants in Today’s Service    
Worship Leader: Rev. Sheth LaRue  
Musician: Evan Closser 
Children’s Sermon: Jeannette Holton   
Worship Assistant: Jean McIlvenny 
Vocalist: Evan Closser    
Audio/Video: Bob Zeibart and Gordon Helm  
Greeters:   

Church Staff Members 
Pastor:  Rev. Sheth LaRue 

Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. Doug Petersen 
Music Minister:  Evan Closser 

Child Care Teacher:  Annabelle Lopez 
Custodians:  Lee Hamilton and Charase Dorsey 

Ministers:  All the Church Members 

Note: This morning’s worship service will be streamed on Facebook Live 

Session (Church Elders) 
Kathryn Loveless-Durant 

Charase Dorsey 
Shirley Hagelberg-Hancock 

John Kittredge 
Libby Globensky 
Michelle Stone 

Liz Allen 
Terry Allen 
Gloria Winn  


