Bt Harbor

Kings and Kingdoms
Psalm 46 + Colossians 1:11-20 + Luke 23:33-43
Standing Tall on Morton Hill for 130 Years
November 20, 2022
Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

God Welcomes Us
Welcome & Announcements
Safe-Distance Passing of the Peace of Christ (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit)
Ruling Elder Prayer Blessing
Prelude and Setting the Table for Worship

God Gathers Us
The Call to Worship
One: Blessed be the Lord God
All:
who has looked favorably on God’s people and redeemed them.
One: Blessed be the Lord God
All:
who has called us beloved, who has called each of us by name.
One: Blessed be the Lord God
All:
who has blessed God’s creation and called us to worship.
Blessed is the Lord God!
Song of Praise “Come, Christians, Join to Sing!”

Glory to God #267

(please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit)

Scripture Reading
Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth
should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 3 though its waters roar and foam, though
the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah
4 There

is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 5 God is in the
midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the morning dawns. 6 The nations are in an
uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 7 The L
of hosts is with us; the God of
Jacob is our refuge. Selah
8 Come,

behold the works of the L
; see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 9 He makes wars
cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with ﬁre. 10 ‘Be
still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.’ 11 The L
of hosts
is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah
One:
All:

The word of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God!

Call to Confession and Prayer of Confession
One: We do not confess our sins in the hope of forgiveness; we confess our sins with the certainty of
forgiveness. For the apostle Paul assures us that we have been rescued from the power of
darkness and transferred into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. And so with that promise, that assurance, that redemption,
we confess our sins before God and one another.
All:
Holy God, we confess that we have neglected to declare Jesus the king and model of our lives.
We have been quick to call on others to follow the ways of Christ yet slow to do the same. We
have been bold in demanding generosity, mercy, and forgiveness yet quiet when it comes to
oﬀering inclusion, love, and compassion. Forgive us, O God. Restore us, yet again, the
commitment to be more Christlike in word, in deed, and in spirit. Amen.

Declaration of Forgiveness
One: All things, in heaven and on earth, are reconciled to God in Jesus Christ. Forgiveness is ours
through faith in the Lord, in whom God was well pleased to dwell.
All:
In Jesus Christ we are reconciled to God and to one another. Alleluia! Thanks be to God!
Song of Gratitude
“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free
as it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be amen.

Glory to God #582

World without end, without end, amen.
World without end, without end, amen.
World without end, without end, amen.
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be, amen.

We Hear God’s Word
A Time for Young People
Kindergarteners and older children may get clipboards from the front pew.
Scripture Reading
Colossians 1:11-20
11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared
to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share
in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us
into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15 He

is the image of the invisible God, the ﬁrstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in heaven and on
earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things
have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the ﬁrstborn from the dead, so that he
might come to have ﬁrst place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.
One:
All:

The word of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God!

Song of Preparation “Seek Ye First”Glory to God #175
Scripture Reading
Luke 23:33-43
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they cruciﬁed Jesus there with the criminals, one on
his right and one on his left. [[34 Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are
doing.’]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoﬀed
at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ 36 The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and oﬀering him sour wine, 37 and saying, ‘If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!’ 38 There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’
39 One

of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!’ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same

sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom.’ 43 He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’
One:
All:

These words are trustworthy and true.
Thanks be to God!

Proclamation of the Word

“Kings and Kingdoms”

Rev. Sheth LaRue

We Respond To God’s Word
The Oﬀertory & The Oﬀering
(Tithes and oﬀerings may be placed in either of the plates located at the front or back of the sanctuary)

One:

As a response to God’s word, to God’s gifts to us, we take this moment in worship to respond
with gratitude. Tithes and offerings may be placed in either of the plates located at the front or
back of the sanctuary, and your prayers of thanksgiving are always welcome.

Doxology
(please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit)

All:

Praise God, from whom all blessings ﬂow
Praise Christ, all creatures here below
Praise Holy Spirit evermore
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

The Prayer of Dedication

(please remain standing as you are able)

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
One:
All:

Let us pray to the Lord:
Let your kingdom come.

All:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Song of Trust “Amen”

Glory to God #600

God Sds Us
Song of Sending “I Danced in the Morning” Glory to God #157 (please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit)
Charge and Benediction
Postlude
Questions for Reﬂection
Kings and kingdoms may be foreign concepts to many of us, and for those of us who have lived independent
lives, the idea of one person ruling over us may feel a bit…restrictive. What does it mean to me that Christ has
sovereignty over my life? Instead of feeling like this is overbearing or restrictive, can I ﬁnd freedom in the
kingdom of God? In what ways can I trust that my king will, indeed, rule over my life?

Announcements!

A Congregational Meeting will be held on December 4th,
immediately following worship. The sole purpose of this
meeting is to vote to elect the nominated individuals to be
ruling elders (Book of Order, G-1.0503). We encourage your
attendance at this brief but important meeting.

Christmas Decorating will take place following our fellowship time on Sunday, November 27th. Spend a few
minutes with us as we prepare our church for Advent!
From Chelsea May LaRue: “Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the tea party on November 13th. I am so
thrilled that I was able to spend time with y’all outside of the church and get to know you a bit. We are looking
forward to doing it again!”
Advent devotionals will be available Sunday, November 27th. This year we will be compiling writings from previous
years, along with some from Pastor Sheth. Be on the lookout for this resource to guide you through the Advent
season.
Did you return your pledge card? If you haven’t, don’t worry—there’s still time! Please prayerfully consider how
you can help support the mission and ministry of this church with you time, talents, and treasures. If you cannot
pledge at this time, know that you are still welcome to participate in the life of this, Christ’s church. Questions?
Concerns? Please speak with Pastor Sheth or any Elder.
COVID Precautions We highly encourage each of our members and friends to love themselves and their neighbors,
and we can do that in very real ways. Vaccinations for COVID and the ﬂu are currently available at low or no cost
and we ask that you consider getting them. Here at FPC we are seeking balance between personal choice and
neighborly responsibility and want you to know that the wearing of masks will never be discouraged, ridiculed, nor
questioned and may be worn at any time. The Session reserves the right to reinstate any COVID precautions if/

The Prayer of Thanksgiving
By Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-1918)
For the wide sky and the blessed sun,
For the salt sea and the running water,
For the everlasting hills
And the never-resting winds,
For trees and the common grass underfoot.
We thank you for our senses
By which we hear the songs of birds,
And see the splendor of the summer ﬁelds,
And taste of the autumn fruits,
And rejoice in the feel of snow,
And smell the breath of the spring.
Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty;
And save our souls from being so blind
That we pass unseeing
When even the common thornbush
Is aﬂame with your glory,
O God our creator,
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

Note: This morning’s worship service will be streamed on Facebook Live
Participants in Today’s Service
Worship Leader: Rev. Sheth LaRue
Musician: Evan Closser
Children’s Sermon: Jeannette Holton
Worship Assistant: Libby Globensky
Vocalist: Evan Closser
Audio/Video: Bob Zeibart and Gordon Helm
Greeters:

Church Staﬀ Members
Pastor: Rev. Sheth LaRue
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Doug Petersen
Music Minister: Evan Closser
Child Care Teacher: Annabelle Lopez
Custodians: Lee Hamilton and Charase Dorsey
Ministers: All the Church Members
Session (Church Elders)
Kathryn Loveless-Durant
Charase Dorsey
Shirley Hagelberg-Hancock
John Kittredge
Libby Globensky
Michelle Stone
Liz Allen
Terry Allen
Gloria Winn

Our Mission
We of First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor are a small family of believers committed to bridging the gulf of racial and class
separation. As a part of the body of Christ in Benton Harbor and acknowledging Christ’s claim on our lives, our congregation is called to
proclaim the Gospel and witness to Christ’s love, both within the faith community and in our larger community. In doing this we will share
our faith with openness, love, warmth, and respect for the dignity and individuality of all people; we will welcome and value diversity; we
will strive to meet the needs of people in our community for sustenance and nurturing, and we will seek to deepen and broaden our own
faith as we journey. We will do these through the doctrine and structures of the Presbyterian Church (USA).
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