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Jesus needs a hype man. If you don’t know this term, it comes from the world of hip-hop; 

a hype man is a supporting role within a group who works to “[hype] up the crowd while also 

drawing attention to the words of the MC.”1 The hype man steps in when the one rapping needs 

to draw a breath…the hype man punctuates a hard-hitting lyric…the hype man points to the 

leader of the group and ensures the crowd truly hears what is being said. In the group Public 

Enemy, Flava Flav was the hype man for Chuck D; for this morning’s audience, think of Ed 

McMahon as Johnny Carson’s hype man. 

Jesus needs a hype man – or woman – who hangs around with the disciples and 

punctuates Jesus’ teachings. This person would not only announce Jesus’ arrival, but when Jesus 

says something really profound, really important, something worth writing down, the hype man 

would say, like Ed McMahon, “Yes, sir! You are correct!” or, like Flava Flav, she would say, 

“Yeah, boiii!” 

As Jesus is walking towards Jerusalem and the crowds following him have grown sizably 

in number – Luke says there are thousands of people literally walking over each other to be near 

Jesus.2 And as they’re walking along, Jesus is talking with the twelve disciples, teaching them 

about what to do in the coming days. Then someone from the crowd yells out: “Jesus! Tell my 

brother to give me my fair share of the family inheritance!” Our Lord responds, “What makes 

you think it’s any of my business to be a judge or mediator for you?”3 Hype man: “Yes, sir!” 

And then the hype man would interject here, telling the crowd to pay attention because 

Jesus is about to drop a sweet, sweet message. Eugene Petersen translates Jesus’ message like 

this:  

“The farm of a certain rich man produced a terrific crop. He talked to himself: 
‘What can I do? My barn isn’t big enough for this harvest.’ Then he said, ‘Here’s 
what I’ll do: I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll gather in all 
my grain and goods, and I’ll say to myself, Self, you’ve done well! You’ve got it 
made and can now retire. Take it easy and have the time of your life!’ 

 
1 Hess, Mickey, Icons of Hip Hop: An Encyclopedia of the Movement, Music, and Culture, (Santa Barbara: 
Greenwood Publishing Group, 2007), p. 176. 
2 Luke 12:1 
3 Luke 12:14, The Message  
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“Just then God showed up and said, ‘Fool! Tonight you die. And your barnful of 
goods—who gets it?’ 
 
“That’s what happens when you fill your barn with Self and not with God.”4 

 

 Jesus’ hype woman would jump in, exclaiming the iconic Flavor Flav: “Yeah, boiii!” 

because our Lord has just called out the selfishness of those asking him questions. Jesus’ words 

call out the Jewish leaders in his presence whose financial dealings oppress the widows and 

orphans. Jesus’ words lay blame squarely on the shoulders of the Roman government who tax 

the poor so the rich can live lavish lifestyles. Jesus says to those in his presence, “Woe to you 

who have an abundance of wealth and don’t share with the poor who are among you! Your life 

will be demanded of you and your hoard of things will mean nothing!” Hype man: “Yes, sir!” 

 I love this kind of talk from Jesus! As someone who has been oppressed by the rich and 

as someone who has witnessed my family, friends, and neighbors being oppressed by the rich, I 

cannot help but be the hype man for Jesus here. My Lord is calling them out, ensuring me that 

justice will be served. I so desperately want injustices righted and oppressors overthrown and I 

pray for God’s hand in all of it because I know God’s hand is a fair hand. Go get ‘em, God! Go 

get them and strike them down! Let your justice roll down like waters! Let your hand sweep 

across this land and make all things right! Go, God – go get them! Yeah, boiii! 

 And I want God to go after them because I’m not the one doing the oppressing, right? I’m 

not the one who stores up treasures for myself but is not rich toward God…I’m not the one who 

hoards what you’ve given me…I’m not the one who holds on to things…it’s definitely 

them…it’s always them, isn’t it? 

 “One’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses”5 says Jesus. 

When I sin and seek reconciliation, God pours out an abundance of forgiveness on me and 

welcomes me home in a split-second. An abundance of forgiveness over and over and over 

again. My wife didn’t get the oil changed in the car like I asked her to, so when we swapped cars 

I had to take time out of my day to get it done and I’m still gnawing on that small, insignificant 

thing. I have been given an abundance of forgiveness but I can’t bear to give it as freely as it’s 

been given to me. You fool. 

 
4 Luke 12:16-21, The Message 
5 Luke 12:15, New King James Version 
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 “One’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses” says Jesus. The 

Bible tells us to “pray continually”6 and I take full advantage of that, griping to God about the 

state of the world, asking for help with this or that, just spending hours yammering on about 

really inconsequential things, but they’re important to me and I want God to know. And God 

pours out an abundance of time and listens to me when the world is on fire – literally on fire – 

God listens to me. I am so “busy” with my life and doing all the things I need to get done that I 

have to schedule phone calls with my friends. I have been given an abundance of time but I can’t 

take ten minutes during the day to listen as God listens to me. You fool. 

 “One’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses” says Jesus. 

When my days are dark and clouded, when my depression is in full swing, God sends me just the 

right person at just the right time to walk with me through those days. They stand with me, cry 

with me, encourage me, feed me. God pours out an abundance of love and compassion through 

the hands of those who love me when I need love. The cashier at the grocery store talks to me 

about her domestic situation; the old lady holds me up to talk because she has no one to listen; 

the teenager excitedly tells me about a game that I know nothing of, and I want to walk away 

from all of them because I’m running late, or I have no interest, or I don’t care. I have been given 

an abundance of love and compassion and sometimes I just don’t feel like being generous with 

what I’ve been given. 

 “You fool!” says God, “This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the 

things you have prepared, whose will they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich toward God.”7 Am I rich to God, who has been so rich to me? Do I 

love as much as God has loved me? Do I forgive as much as God has forgiven me? Do I share in 

the abundance of time, talent, and treasure that God has blessed me with? God has been so 

abundantly generous with me, setting me free from sin and shame, lifting my family up and out 

of poverty and giving us a sure foundation. God has given all of that to me and it is in my 

possession. Am I storing it up? Am I holding on to the abundance God has freely given me? 

 My knee may not be on the neck of a man, but how often has my fear of speaking out, of 

speaking up, of speaking with caused that man to die?  

 
6 1 Thessalonians 5:17 
7 Luke 12:20-21, NRSV 
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 My finger may not have been on that trigger, but how often has my time and my interests 

taken priority over those of a young man’s need for brotherhood and discipleship? 

 My barns may not be overflowing with grains – my bank accounts with money – but how 

often has my reluctance to give caused my neighbor to suffer? 

 Friends, listen. Listen to Jesus’ words: “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of 

greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”8 We have been given so 

much: Love. Compassion. Forgiveness. Liberation. Understanding. Patience. Kindness. Time. 

This very day! We have been given this very day to be rich toward God. May we open our eyes 

to see Christ. May we open our hands to help Christ. May we open our homes to welcome 

Christ. In our abundance, may we be rich toward God. Yes, sir! Yeah, boiii! Amen! 

  

  

 

 
8 Luke 12:15, NRSV 


