
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church,  
where our motto is “Roots Down, Branches Out!” 

Since 1892 we are celebrating 130 years of Ministry on Morton Hill. 
 
May 22, 2022                                                                  The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 
Announcements, Birthdays, and Recognition of Visitors 
Safe-distance Passing of the Peace of Christ 
 
Ruling Elder Prayer Blessing                                                    Donna Paul-Bonham 
 
Prelude and Setting the Table for Worship                                         Evan Closser 
 

GOD GATHERS US 
 
The Call to Worship (John 14:23 - 27) 
One: Jesus answered,  “Those who love me will keep my word,  

and my Father will love them, 
All: and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
One: Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; 
All: and the word that you hear is not mine,  

but is from the Father who sent me. 
One: I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 
All: But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name 
 will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 
One: Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. 
 I do not give to you as the world gives. 
All: Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 
 
Opening Hymn Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart         Glory to God #688 
 
Opening Prayer in Unison  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you 
joys beyond understanding. 
Pour into our hearts such love for you, 
that, loving you above all else, we may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
A Time for Young People                                                             Scott Paul-Bonham 

Kindergarteners and older children may get clipboards from the front pew. 
 
Song of Preparation  Go to the World!          Glory to God #295 
 
Scripture Reading          The Acts of the Apostles 16:6 - 15 
 (After the scripture reading)  One: The Word of God for the People of God. 
     ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon  “Roots Down, Branches Out!”        Scott Paul-Bonham 
 
The Offertory                                                                                          Evan Closser 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
* The Prayer of Dedication 
 
Joys and Concerns  
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 
WE ARE SENT 

 
Closing Hymn   This Little Light of Mine        Songs of Zion #132 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude                                                                                                  Evan Closser 
 



Participants in Today’s Service   Church Staff Members 
Worship Leader:  Rev. Scott Paul-Bonham  Transitional Pastor:  Rev. Scott Paul-Bonham 
Musician:  Evan Closser    Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. Doug Petersen 
Children’s Sermon:  Scott Paul-Bonham  Music Minister:  Evan Closser 
Worship Assistant:  Donna Paul-Bonham  Child Care Teacher:  Annabelle Lopez 
Vocalist:  Evan Closser    Custodians:  Lee Hamilton and Charase Dorsey 
Audio/Video: Bob Ziebart and Gordon Helm  Ministers:  All the Church Members 
Greeters:   
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
We of First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor are a small family of believers committed to bridging the gulf 

of racial and class separation.  As a part of the body of Christ in Benton Harbor and acknowledging Christ’s claim 
on our lives, our congregation is called to proclaim the Gospel and witness to Christ’s love, both within the faith 
community and in our larger community.  In doing this we will share our faith with openness, love, warmth, and 
respect for the dignity and individuality of all people; we will welcome and value diversity; we will strive to meet 

the needs of people in our community for sustenance and nurturing, and we will seek to deepen and broaden our 
own faith as we journey.  We will do these through the doctrine and structures of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 
Contact Information 

PO Box 186, 475 Green Avenue 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022 

269-925-7075 
Email:  firstpresbh@gmail.com 
Website:  FIRSTPRESBH.ORG 

Facebook:  First Presbyterian in Benton Harbor 
 

Beverages are available in Goff Hall after the service of worship. 
 

Bible Study on Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at 10 a.m. at the Church or on Zoom. 
Pub Theology on Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at 8 p.m. at The Livery. 

 
Service of Worship, May 29, 2022 at 10:00 a.m. – The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Beverages are available in Goff Hall after the service of worship. 
 

The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor has called a congregational 
meeting to immediately follow the service of worship on Sunday, June 12, 2022 for the 

expressed purpose of electing a called pastor and of approving this pastor’s terms of call! 
 

A “Meet and Greet” for the Reverend Sheth LaRue is being planned by the Pastor Nominating 
Committee to take place at First Presbyterian on Saturday, June 11, 2022 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
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The sanctuary doors of the First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor 
will be open for the 10 a.m. service of worship 

on Sunday, May 22, 2022! 
NOTE:  This service of worship will be broadcast on Facebook Live. 

 
In light of the changing COVID-19 conditions locally, 

the Session has reviewed and updated its recommendations, 
eliminating two, softening two, and leaving three unchanged. 

 
Out of an abundance of caution, especially for the sake of any unvaccinated 
members or guests, we will continue to use the following precautions. 

1.  IF you feel unwell, please stay home and worship with us through 
Facebook Live.  Or, if you are just uncomfortable gathering in a worship 
community at this time, please continue to worship with us on Facebook 
Live. 
2.  We ask everyone to maintain social distance by sitting in family 
groups either on the ends of pews or in the middle of a pew.   
3.  We encourage, but will not require, face mask wearing. 
4.  Any activity that might bring people into close contact with each 
other, like the Passing of the Peace, the Offering, and the Sacrament of 
Communion, will be done at a distance. 

 
Of course, the Session will evaluate these precautions each month during its 
stated meeting.  (Note:  If Berrien Counties 14-day average new case rate 
and/or its 14-day average positive test rate rise above the thresholds again, 
the Session will need to consider going back to virtual or outdoor services of 
worship.) 
Our goal is to worship the Lord in Spirit and in Truth, and with love and 
consideration for all who may attend our service of worship. 
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The Acts of the Apostles 16:6 - 15 

Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia 

6 They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 When they had 
come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus did not allow them; 8 so, passing by Mysia, they went down to 
Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of 
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and 
help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross 
over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim 
the good news to them. 

The Conversion of Lydia 

11 We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course to 
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, 
which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. 
We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went 
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of 
prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 
there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 
cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay 
at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
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