
Welcome to First Presbyterian Church,  
where our motto is “Roots Down, Branches Out!” 

Since 1892 we are celebrating 129 years of Ministry on Morton Hill. 
 
October 17, 2021                                    The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Announcements, Birthdays, and Recognition of Visitors 
 
Safe-distance Passing of the Peace of Christ 
 
Ruling Elder Prayer Blessing                                                    Donna Paul-Bonham 
 
Prelude and Setting the Table for Worship                                         Evan Closser 
 

GOD GATHERS US 
 
Call To Worship  (from Hebrews 4:12 - 13) 
One: The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
All: piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; 
One: it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
All: And before God no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare 
 to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account. 
One: Let us worship God in Spirit and in Truth. 
 
Opening Hymn   O Word of God Incarnate         Glory to God #459 
 
Opening Prayer in Unison  

Merciful God, in Jesus Christ you do not call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance. 
Draw us away from the easy road that leads to destruction, 
and guide us into paths that lead to life abundant, 
that in seeking your truth, and obeying your will, 
we may know the joy of being a disciple 
of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
One God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

A Time for Young People                                                             Scott Paul-Bonham 
Kindergarteners and older children may get clipboards from the front pew. 

 
Song of Preparation  O Jesus, I Have Promised         Glory to God #725 
 
Scripture    Mark 10:17 - 31 
 
 (After the scripture reading)  One: The Word of God for the People of God. 
     ALL:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon              Scott Paul-Bonham 

“Jesus, Looking At Him, Loved Him!” 
 
Offertory 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
* Prayer of Dedication 
 
Joys and Concerns  
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 
WE ARE SENT 

  
Closing Hymn    I Surrender All          Songs of Zion #67 
 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude                                                                                                  Evan Closser 
 



 
Participants in Today’s Service   Church Staff Members 
Worship Leader:  Rev. Scott Paul-Bonham  Transitional Pastor:  Rev. Scott Paul-Bonham 
Musician:  Evan Closser    Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. Doug Petersen 
Children’s Sermon:  Scott Paul-Bonham  Church Pianist:  Cheryl Schadler 
Worship Assistant:  Donna Paul-Bonham  Music Minister:  Evan Closser 
Vocalist:  Evan Closser    Custodians:  Lee Hamilton and Charase Dorsey 
Audio/Video: Bob and Jeannette Ziebart   Ministers:  All the Church Members 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
We of First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor are a small family of believers committed to bridging the gulf 

of racial and class separation.  As a part of the body of Christ in Benton Harbor and acknowledging Christ’s claim 
on our lives, our congregation is called to proclaim the Gospel and witness to Christ’s love, both within the faith 
community and in our larger community.  In doing this we will share our faith with openness, love, warmth, and 
respect for the dignity and individuality of all people; we will welcome and value diversity; we will strive to meet 

the needs of people in our community for sustenance and nurturing, and we will seek to deepen and broaden our 
own faith as we journey.  We will do these through the doctrine and structures of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

 
Contact Information 

PO Box 186, 475 Green Avenue 
Benton Harbor, MI  49022 

269-925-7075 
Email:  firstpresbh@gmail.com 
Website:  FIRSTPRESBH.ORG 

Facebook:  First Presbyterian in Benton Harbor 
 

Youth leave for their group meeting during the Offertory. 
Bible Study on Tuesday, October 19, 2021 at 10 a.m. – Mark 10:32 – 45 

Stated Session Meeting on Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. in person and on Zoom 
Service of Worship, October 24, 2021 at 10 a.m. 
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The sanctuary doors of the First Presbyterian Church of Benton Harbor will 
be open for the 10 a.m. service of worship on Sunday, October 17, 2021! 
NOTE:  This change also means that the outside services of worship at 1 
p.m. has been discontinued. 
The 10 a.m. service or worship will continue to be broadcast on Facebook 
Live. 
 
Out of an abundance of caution, especially for the sake of any unvaccinated 
members or guests, we will use the following precautions. 

1.  IF you feel unwell, please stay home and worship with us through 
Facebook Live.  Or, if you are just uncomfortable gathering in a worship 
community at this time, please continue to worship with us on Facebook 
Live. 
2.  We ask everyone to maintain social distance by sitting in family groups 
either on the ends of pews or in the middle of a pew.  Seating areas in 
pews will be designated by blue tape on the back of the pews. 
3.  We strongly recommend, but will not absolutely require, face mask 
wearing. 
4.  We will not have congregational singing at this time, but we do invite 
individuals to sing the hymns for the congregation so that it may follow 
along. 
5.  Any activity that might bring people into close contact with each other, 
like the Passing of the Peace, the Offering, and the Sacrament of 
Communion, will be done at a distance. 
6.  We ask that BOTH before and after the service of worship that 
worshippers only visit with each other outside the church building, since 
visiting outside is much safer.  We recommend the patio in front of the 
Open Space as a wonderful gathering spot. 
7.  For safety reasons, at this time we will not be serving coffee or any 
other refreshments before or after the service of worship. 

 
Of course, the Session will evaluate these precautions each month during its 
stated meeting.  (Note:  If Berrien Counties 14-day average new case rate and/or 
its 14-day average positive test rate rise above the thresholds again, the Session 
will need to consider going back to virtual or outdoor services of worship.) 
Our goal is to worship the Lord in Spirit and in Truth, and with love and 
consideration for all who may attend our service of worship. 
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Mark 10:17 - 31 

The Rich Man 

17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 
but God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; 
You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 
false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 
20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 
21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell 
what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he 
was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will 
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the 
disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, 
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were greatly astounded and said to 
one another, “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and 
said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are 
possible.” 

28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed 
you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house 
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my 
sake and for the sake of the good news, 30 who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal 
life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
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